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Welcome to the second issue of The Black Seal . It ’s
been just over a year since the f irst issue – which is
longer than I intended. I hope to get issue #3 of The
Black Seal out a lot sooner next t ime.

The response to The Black Seal #1 was incredible.
Thanks to al l  of you who let me know what you
thought of the magazine. Issue #1’s success proves,
to me at least , that there is a market for modern-
period Call  o f Cthulhu material . I  hope publishers are
watching and more releases may be on their way.

The release of d20 Cal l  o f Cthulhu has been the
biggest news item in the last year, and it  is  interesting
that Wizards of the Coast seems to have chosen to
make the modern day the prefer red playing period.
The Black Seal has embraced the new era of d20
Cthulhu as well . Chaosium have requested us not to
publish d20 Cthulhu stats for the t ime being, but in
the meantime, d20 stats for issues 1 and 2 can be
downloaded from http://www.theblackseal .org/d20.
We wil l  publish d20 stats as soon as we have approval
from Chaosium.

This  i s sue ’s  theme i s  PISCES. This  doomed
organisation is the United Kingdom’s sole defence
against  the Cthulhu Mythos, and is  thus a  ver y
suitable topic for a Brit ish Call  of Cthulhu fanzine.
We’ve taken the opportunity to expand on what Pagan
Publishing f irst presented in Delta Gr een:  Countdown .
Pagan did an excel lent job creating opportunit ies for
excel lent role-playing with this organisation – I hope
we’ve added extra f lavour. PISCES in its original
presentat ion is  a  ver y dark, malevolent ent i ty  i f
approached in the wrong way.

PISCES is a Second World War rel ic, armed with
emergency powers that have never been rescinded.
It ’s above the law, does not official ly exist , repor ts 

only to the Prime Minister’s Office, and chooses
which Pr ime Minis ter  i t  wants  to  know of i t s
existence.

When looked at  l ike  th is, PISCES is  a  c iv i l
l iber t ies  n ightmare. PISCES under  i t s  cur rent
leadership is a monster, almost out of control , and its
tentacles stretch very far indeed. I hope you wil l  f ind
some of this issue’s ar t icles ref lect this par t icularly
David  Conyers ’ “Mis s in g  Pe r s on s…” and Graeme
Price’s “Per f id ious Albion” , ar t icles which detai l  just
how far PISCES wil l  go to get what i t  wants.

The Black Sea l  ed i tor ia l  team has  a lso been
meeting the readers and contributors, drinking too
much alcohol and attempting to sel l  the fanzine over
the last year. You may have seen us at CthulhuCon,
Convulsion and Dragonmeet. I hope we sa id “Hi !”

Thanks to my wife Lor ra ine, Andrew Buckley, David
Lamb and the myster ious Mr. X for this  issue.

The Black Seal
Team meets
John Tynes at
Convulsion. 
L to R: Nick, JT,
John and Adam

The Vicar and
the Rev
exchange
words and beer


