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“Since he has cultivated his soul, already richer than any other
man's, he thereby reaches the Unknown, and, even if, insane in
the end, he should lose every shred of understanding gained so
laboriously, he will have had his Visions! He may perish in
his leap into those innumerable, unnameable things, there
will follow other terrible workers. They will begin at the
horizons where he fell.”

– Arthur Rimbaud, 
“The Visionary Letter to Paul Demeny”

Hello, again. Welcome to the Second Broadcast. For those of
you who came in late, this is the second collection (April 1999 to
March 2000) of my weekly column “Suppressed Transmission” in
Pyramid magazine, Steve Jackson Games’ online publication of
“The Best in Gaming.” Or, technically, “The Best In Gaming Plus
Whatever Craziness Hite Is Going On About Now.” Because,
although I often discuss gaming (by which, for those of you who
came in really late, I don’t mean casino gambling, but roleplaying
games) in these columns, they’re not really about “The Best in
Gaming,” but “The Best in Weirdness.”

“The folly of mistaking a paradox for a discovery, 
a metaphor for a proof, a torrent of verbiage for a
spring of capital truths, and oneself for an oracle, is
inborn in us.”

– Paul Valéry, “Introduction to the
Method of Leonardo da Vinci”

For me, Weirdness generally winds up in one of four cate-
gories: Conspiracy (the CIA shot JFK), Alternate History (what if
they missed), Secret History (JFK was shot in a Golden Dawn sac-
rifice ritual), or Horror (after JFK was shot, the demon situation
really got out of hand). Horror is a genre, Alternate History is a
mental exercise, Secret History is applied speculative anthropology,
and Conspiracy is nonsense. These aren’t hard-and-fast categories,
of course; as you’ll see when you read further, any of the four can
slop into its neighbors’ realm without warning. And, of course, any
of the four can be nonsense.

“The truest account of reading Shakespeare would be not to
write a book with a beginning, middle, and end; but to collect
notes without trying to make them consistent.”

– Virginia Woolf

by Kenneth Hite
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